
0Source: ISL, UNCTAD, LMIU

WORLD MERCHANT REPORTED FLEET by type of ships of 300gt and over
As at January 1st, 2008 - Deadweight and growth rate 2002 - 2008

399 830 

9 303 30 158 6 241 
75 506 

6 630 6 662 13 988 

1 079 520 

144 552 

4 299 

382 351 

- 69,5%

+ 35,0%
+ 46,4%

- 9,5%- 8,2%
- 4,9%

+ 11,2%

+ 89,9%

+ 38,0%

+ 58,8%

+ 9,6%

+ 31,9%

-  

200 000 

400 000 

600 000 

800 000 

1 000 000 

Oil Tankers Chemical
tankers

Liquefied gas Bulk carriers Ore/Bulk/Oil Container
ships

Passengers General cargo Reefer ships Ro-Ro cargo Special Ships Total
-100%

-75%

-50%

-25%

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

1,000dwt in 2008 Growth rate 2002/ 2008



1Source: ISL, UNCTAD, LMIU

WORLD MERCHANT REPORTED FLEET by NATIONAL and FOREIGN FLAG 
As at January 1st, 2008 - thousand of DWT and number of ships
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WORLD MERCHANT REPORTED FLEET - TOP TEN COUNTRIES 
by NATIONAL (NF) and FOREIGN FLAGS (FF) - As at January 1st, 2008 
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Ships of 1,000 GT and over

 Average Age NF : 17.3 years
Average Age FF : 13.5 years

Top Ten Countries Fleet Average Age : 15.6 years
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DWT-rank  
2008 (2007) Country of Management

Total fleet - 
1,000DWT 

2008 

% share on 
the Total 

World Fleet 
Reported in 

2008

Growth rate 
2007/2008

Growth rate 
2004/2008

1 (1) GREECE 175 711       17,4% 3,2% 12,4%
2 (2) JAPAN 160 722       15,9% 9,4% 46,7%
3 (3) GERMANY 94 513         9,3% 10,8% 95,5%
4 (4) CHINA, PR of 83 064         8,2% 20,3% 82,3%
5 (7) NORWAY 45 118         4,5% -5,9% -11,2%
6 (5) KOREA, Rep of 36 760         3,6% 15,9% 45,0%
7 (6) HONG-KONG 33 782         3,3% -25,2% 7,7%
8 (8) US 32 999         3,3% -27,3% -27,2%

9 (11) SINGAPORE 28 262         2,8% 13,3% 22,6%
10 (10) DENMARK 26 573         2,6% 25,0% 62,3%

717 504      70,9% 3,7% 30,0%
Others  countries 294 265       29,1% 11,6% 25,7%

    1 011 769   6,4% 28,7%

    1 071 034   

WORLD MERCHANT FLEET - THE TOP TEN COUNTRIES OF MANAGEMENT  
As at January 1st, 2008 –  Rank in 2008 (in 2007) and  thousand of DWT (Ships of 1,000gt and over )

3,630 ships for 59.6 million dwt not reported

Total Top Ten Countries of Management 

Total World Merchant Fleet by Country of 
Management

Total World Merchant Fleet (including  fleets for 
which the Country of Management is unknown)
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WORLD MERCHANT FLEET by type of ship of 300gt and over
Evolution of the number of the ships in shares (%) of the world fleet 1998 - 2008

Growth rate in 2007 as at 1st January 2008
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